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Senior officials of UTAR and MMU with Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah, Tun Dr. Ling Liong Sik and Toh Puan Ena Ling. 

UTAR and MMU Collaborate to Advance  
Education and Research 

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) and Multimedia University (MMU) 
achieved another milestone in their inter-institutional collaboration efforts when both 
parties marked their alliance with a document exchange ceremony held at UTAR 
Perak Campus in Kampar on 3 June 2010. 

 The ceremony saw UTAR President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean Teik      
exchanging the Memorandum of Understanding with MMU Vice President (R&D)    
Prof. Dr. Tou Teck Yong, who represented MMU President Prof. Dr. Zaharin Yusoff. 

 MMU Chancellor Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah graced the significant event as the Guest 
of Honour.  She was received by UTAR Council Chairman Tun Dr. Ling Liong Sik, Toh 
Puan Ena Ling, Prof. Chuah, senior officials and students. 

 The event started with a video presentation entitled “UTAR Perak Campus:  
From Tin Mines to Modern Campus” that highlighted the development of UTAR from a 
vast ex-tin mining land to a full-fledged university campus with modern facilities and a 
conducive environment for academic and research pursuits. 

 In his welcoming speech, Prof. Chuah said, “Today’s exchange of MoU          
establishes a closer relationship between UTAR and MMU that will spark a plethora of     
synergistic opportunities in research and academic engagement.” 

 Prof. Chuah added, “The resulting energy of leveraging strengths, complemen-
tarities and intellectual diversity between UTAR and MMU will further contribute    
towards the advancement of a knowledge-based and innovation-driven economy.” 

 Prof. Dr. Tou said there would be a lot of common ground that UTAR and 
MMU could work on for mutual benefit.  He added that the formation of synergistic 
links between UTAR and MMU would provide an exciting platform to capitalise on the 
strengths of respective institutions and work towards integration of related activities. 

 After the ceremony, Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah and the MMU officials were taken for 
a tour around the UTAR Perak Campus. 
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actively establishing more links with industry to expand 
its research capabilities and to    ensure the University’s 
researches are abreast of future needs. By doing so, UTAR 
can contribute and serve the community effectively,” he 
added.

 Edmund Wong Khin Kong, Chairman of SMIs 
Sub-committee who is also the Managing Director of Asia 
Printed Circuit Sdn. Bhd. said, “Rapid globalisation poses 
enormous challenges to industry. Thus, institutions of 
higher learning need to work together with industry to 
bridge the gap between industry’s requirements and    
performance of graduates.”   

 A lively and interactive session also ensued    
between the industry representatives and UTAR deputy 
deans in-charge of industrial training from the respective 
faculties.

 Issues discussed were mainly on industrial train-
ing and job placement, academic and student    exchange 
with SME companies in areas such as industrial automa-
tion, management, ICT, biotechnology and green         
technology.

Recognising academia-industry collaborations as an     
integral component underpinning the University’s         
relevance to industry, UTAR and Federation of Malaysian 
Manufacturers (FMM Perak) jointly organised a meeting 
on 26 May 2010. 

 The purposeful meeting was attended by 27 rep-
resentatives from 17 SMEs/SMIs such as Asia Printed 
Circuit Sdn. Bhd. and Choo Bee Metal Industries Bhd.  

 UTAR President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean 
Teik welcomed the visitors and briefed the meeting on the 
development of UTAR. He said that UTAR Perak     
Campus would be graduating its first batch of students in 
March 2011 and invited the companies to participate in 
the upcoming UTAR Career Fair in October 2010.  He 
added that UTAR was planning to implement extended 
industrial training to ensure long-term benefits to        
industry and students.  

 UTAR Vice  Pres ident  (R&D and                   
Commercialisation) Prof. Dr. Lee Sze Wei, in his opening 
speech, emphasised that UTAR aimed to be much more 
than a simple purveyor of knowledge. “In fact, UTAR is 

UTAR Synergises with SMEs/SMIs to Promote  
Academia-Industry Collaborations 

FMM members with UTAR staff. 

In line with its continuing efforts in building seamless partnerships with industry, UTAR played host to visitors from 
Kuala Lumpur Kepong Berhad (KLK) at UTAR Perak Campus on 5 May 2010.

The visitors were led by Teh Sar Moh Nee, KLK’s Regional Director, Peninsular Malaysia. They  were 
welcomed by UTAR President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean Teik, Vice President (R&D and                  
Commercialisation) Prof. Dr. Lee Sze Wei, lecturers and officials. 

The friendly visit aimed to explore possible areas of collaboration and partnership between the University 
and KLK.  The visitors were given an overview of the University’s history and latest developments.   

This was followed by a briefing by KLK on its core business – oil palm plantation and its downstream 
operations – which have built up a significant hectarage position and presence in Malaysia and Indonesia.   

The discussion was fruitful with identification of several common grounds between the two parties.  The 
topics of discussion included career talks, visits to estates and mills, industrial training attachments, job         
placements, scholarships for courses related to plantations and mills, international students and research           
collaboration in areas such as agricultural science, agronomy, waste management and green technology. 
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 UTAR Benchmarks against Industry Standards 

To ensure UTAR’s engineering curriculums are in line with the latest industry trends and technological       
developments, Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology (FEGT) welcomed the visit of 7 members of the 
UTAR Industry Advisory Panel (IAP) to its third IAP Meeting on 21 May 2010 at UTAR Perak Campus. 

Among the IAP members attending the meeting were Dato’ Ir. Low Keng Kok, Vice President of 
Master Builders Association Malaysia and several other leaders from the industry.  

UTAR Vice President (Internationalisation and Academic Development) Prof. Dr. Ewe Hong Tat 
kicked off the meeting with a welcoming speech.  He expressed his appreciation to the IAP members for 
their contribution by advising the University in the development of curriculums and sharing their expertise 
and experiences on the latest trends in the industry.  

 He said, “Strong and effective university-industry linkages contribute greatly to the advancement 
of teaching, learning and research at UTAR.  In addition, the strategic alliances between university and   
industry are critical to ensure the University produces industry-relevant graduates through industrial   

placement.”
 A video clip on the progress of UTAR since its   
inception was shown to the panel.  Dean of FEGT Ir. Chan 
Cheong Loong gave a brief introduction on FEGT and  
Faculty of Engineering and Science (FES). Later, the IAP 
members reviewed UTAR engineering curriculums under 
FES and FEGT.
 The meeting ended on a positive note with the IAP 
members actively providing feedback and constructive  
input for the continuous improvement and quality         
assurance of UTAR engineering programmes.   

UTAR opened up a new horizon of relationship with the University of Ottawa, Canada with the signing of a      
faculty/student exchange agreement between the two institutions on 14 May 2010 at UTAR Kuala Lumpur  
Campus.

The agreement was signed when a delegation from uOttawa and Brunsfield Group visited UTAR 
Kuala Lumpur Campus in Setapak.  UTAR President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean Teik signed for UTAR 
while uOttawa Vice President of External Relations Louis De Melo, signed on behalf of uOttawa President 
Allan Rock.   

Signing as witness was UTAR Vice President (Internationalisation and Academic Development) Prof. 
Dr. Ewe Hong Tat.  Present to witness the signing was Dato’ Dr. Ir. Gan Thian Leong, Group Managing    
Director of Brunsfield Group. Also present at this signing ceremony were four other  delegates from uOttawa. 
 In his speech,  Louis De Melo cited Dato’ Gan as the catalyst for the collaboration process with 
UTAR.  He added that the relationship with UTAR aligned well with uOttawa’s internationalisation          
initiative. 

At the meeting, Prof. Chuah briefed the Canadian visitors about the education system in Malaysia.  
While sharing information about UTAR, he specially mentioned the UTAR Soft Skills Development            
Certification Programme and UTAR Global R&D Network. 

 The University of Ottawa was founded as a college in 
1848 and became a public-funded university in 1965. The          
University is ranked seventh in research intensiveness and is 
the third largest cooperative education programmes provider 
in Canada. 
 The friendly visit by uOttawa and Brunsfield proved 
to be a fruitful one as mutual understanding was further    
enhanced with the aim of advancing education and research 
excellence.

UTAR Establishes Strategic Link with University of Ottawa 

IAP members looking at some of the engineering students’ projects. 

Prof. Chuah exchanging copies of the agreement with Louis De Melo.  Looking on 
are (from left) Prof. Ewe, Anne Allard, Prof. Dr. Claude Lague and Dato' Dr. Ir. Gan. 
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UTAR students had the opportunity to explore various career paths available to them upon graduation at the recent 
Career Exploration Week  held from 14 to 17 June 2010 at UTAR Perak Campus. 

Some 18 organisations including corporate, professional and government bodies took part in conducting 
career talks and workshops.  Among them were SP Setia, Proton Edar, JobStreet.com, Sime Darby Technology 
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs Malaysia. 

Organised by Career Development Club, the talks and workshops encompassed a wide range of            
career-related topics such as personal grooming, resume writing, interview skills, financial planning, psychology 
and counselling.  The event was well-received by students from various faculties. 

 In her opening speech, UTAR Vice President of Student Development and Alumni Relations Dr. Yeoh 
Suan Pow urged students to enhance their soft skills and adopt a lifelong learning culture to improve their         
marketability and employability.   

For Kok Sui Fong, a final year Accounting student, the event was timely as she would be graduating 
next year.  She commented, “The talks are interesting and quite informative. I get to know some of the essential 
skills employers look for and the pitfalls that should be avoided when writing a resume.” 

Career Exploration Week Yields Great Results 

Construction Management Open Day Unveils Students’ Potential

It was a hive of activity at the Faculty of 
Engineering and Green Technology 
(FEGT) at UTAR Perak Campus when 
the Built Environment Society organised 
the Construction Management Open Day 
on 16 June 2010.  

 The event was officiated by Ir. 
Chan Cheong Loong, Dean of FEGT.  
Impressed with the creative works of 
students, he said, “These projects are 
comparable to industry standards.  I am 
glad to highlight that UTAR Bachelor 

of Science (Hons) Construction Management has gained recognition from professional bodies such as The     
Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) and Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS). In addition, the      
external examiner gave a good review for this programme.” 

The event also included award presentations by Ir. Chan to Construction Management students who 
won the RICS Book Prize Award, CIOB Excellent Student Award, Green Building Design and Green Roof    
Design Awards.   

The winner for the RICS Award was Soon Jiunn Yann and Chang Kok Yung bagged the CIOB award.  
Choong Hui Shan and her team received the Green Building Design Award while Ng Khoon Jing and his team 
emerged champion for the Green Roof Design Award. 

Ar. Tan Seong Yeow, Head of    
Department of Construction Management 
said the objective of the event was to display 
students’ works and projects.  Apart from 
that, students had the opportunity to      
present and explain their projects to the  
visitors.

The showcase of building models 
attracted the attention of many students 
who were also seen enjoying themselves in 
exciting and challenging competitions such 
as Housing the Egg and Paper Tower      
Construction.  Award winners with FEGT staff. 

Students admiring the building models at the exhibition.



Three academic staff were the recipients of ‘UTAR           
Excellence Awards 2009’ presented by UTAR     
President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean Teik on 7 
June 2010 at the Petaling Jaya Campus.  

‘UTAR Research Excellence Award’ went 
to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ramesh T. Subramaniam from 
the Faculty of Engineering and Science for his      
excellent research results and many publications in     
leading international  journals.  

 Dr. Ramesh who had also won 
two international awards for his work said 
he considered the UTAR award as a 
‘boost’ to strive harder in the near future.  

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tay Yong Haur 
from the Faculty of Engineering and   
Science received the ‘UTAR Innovation 
Excellence Award’ for his R&D efforts in 
innovative products with award-winning
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l                      
commercialisation.  

 The ‘UTAR Teaching Excellence 
Award’ was presented to See Yuen Chark 
from the Faculty of Engineering and   
Science. He is known for going the extra 
mile  and for making lessons highly      
interesting, effective and comprehensive.  

 See said, “A good lecturer should be 
responsible and master teaching skills to impart 
knowledge to the younger generation effectively. 
Being a lecturer is a rewarding career by itself. I 
consider it to be blessing as I am doing what I love. 
People should do what they love to be successful.”  

Each of the award recipients took home a 
cash prize of RM1000, a trophy and a certificate of 
acknowledgment.  

Three Academic Staff Bag Inaugural
UTAR Excellence Awards
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FEGT and Industry Players Discuss Green Issues

On 16 April 2010, UTAR Perak Campus 
Faculty of Engineering and Green   
Technology (FEGT) had a meeting with 
Malay-Sino Chemical Industries and  
Ispahan Solutions to discuss possible  
collaboration on various green projects.

 S h y a m  L a k s h m a n a n ,    
General Manager of Malay-Sino   
Chemical Industries and Joe Eades, 
Managing Director of Ispahan Solutions 
were received by Ir. Chan Cheong Loong, Dean of FEGT and Prof. Dr. Show Kuan Yeow, SP Setia Profes-
sor of Environmental Engineering and Green Technology.   

  Also present in the meeting were Asst. Prof. Dr. Tan Chew Khun,  Department of                 
Environmental Engineering, and Ching Yern Chee, Head of Department of Petrochemical Engineering. 

 The one-and-a-half hour meeting deliberated on various issues regarding environmental       
projects, green technology, bio-energy, biogas, chemical waste, food waste and research. 

Ir. Chan Cheong Loong and Prof. Dr. Show Kuan Yeow discussing with Joe Eades and  
Shyam Lakshmanan. 

The award recipients with Prof. Chuah. 
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The kidneys of an average adult filter about 180 litres 
of fluids per day. In order to educate UTARians about 
their importance, the Department of Student Affairs 
organised a talk on ‘Kidney Care’ at  UTAR Sungai 
Long Campus on  23 June 2010.

The speaker, Cathy Ooi from the National 
Kidney Foundation (NKF), stressed that the only 
way to maintain healthy kidneys was to have a     
balanced diet, exercise regularly and drink at least 3 
litres of water per day.  

She said, “Over 43% of adults in Malaysia 
suffer from diabetes and high blood pressure and are 
at high risk of developing Chronic Kidney Disease 
(CKD) in the long run.” 

According to Ooi, CKD patients could lead a 
normal life by taking medication, if the problem was 
detected during the early stages. If not, they had no 
option but to go for dialysis at least three to four 
times a week. It could cost up to RM250 per session. 
She added, “The only way to reduce the possibility of 
CKD is by watching what you eat and to go for   
medical check-ups at least once a year.” 

Ooi explained that CKD 
patients were prone to 
o t h e r  b o n e - r e l a t e d       
illnesses, nerve problems 
and heart attacks. She 
said, “Some who are not 
aware that they have 
CKD may die suddenly 
due to a heart attack or 
other diseases pertaining 
to kidney fai lure.     
T h e r e f o r e ,  e a r l y           
prevention measures 
should be taken.” 

She advised those who 
were obese, above 50 
years of age, were cardio-

vascular patients, consumers of  excessive amount of 
painkillers, and  individuals whose parents had      
diabetes and high blood pressure to go for a health 
check-up.

The talk was conducted during the 
‘Counselling and Wellness Week’ held in UTAR’s 
Klang Valley campuses concurrently from 23 to 25 
June 2010. It was well-received and participants were 
seen actively taking part in other activities such as       
exhibitions, health screenings by the NKF staff and 
volunteers, games and psychological tests. 

Aiming to educate the public on the nuclear threat to 
international security, a talk titled ‘The Global      
Nuclear Threat: Key Issues and Prospects’ was      
organised on 2 June 2010 at the UTAR Petaling Jaya 
Campus.

John  Isaacs, Executive Director of the  
Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation from 
Washington, US shared his knowledge and  experi-
ence on the negative effects and impact of  nuclear 
power.

In his talk, he said, “Nuclear power was not 
the answer to maintain peace for the past 65 years 
and opening of new nuclear power plants is not the 
solution either to protect a particular nation from 
the same threat.” 

He also stressed that thousands of nuclear 
weapons had been dismantled over the years in 
America alone since 1950’s and the costs to maintain 
and dispose of nuclear weapons were enormous. 
Isaacs added, “A proper nuclear waste disposal    
system is yet to be discovered. Even the nuclear 
waste in America is stored underwater to prevent 
radiation effects.”

During his talk, Isaacs highlighted that  
terrorists already had their hands on nuclear      
technology and the entire global nation must       
cooperate to  tackle this problem. In addition, he 
stressed that although nuclear weapons were not 
used and  only stored for security purposes in certain 
countries, mistakes could occur while handling them; 
hence, harming innocent civilians. 

He added, “The future is in our hands and in 
order to stop terrorists from having access to nuclear 
weapons, developing countries should not invest 
tons of money in them.” 

“It is our duty to create a safer world for the 
betterment of future generations to live peacefully.” 

The talk definitely interested those present 
as they actively participated in the question and 
answer session.  

At the same occasion, The Asia Pacific 
Brands Foundation awarded Isaacs the prestigious 
‘BrandLaureate Brand Personality Award 2010’ for 
his contributions in the field of nuclear arms control. 
The Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation 
received the ‘BrandLaureate Premier Award 2010’ in 
the areas of national and international security.  

Ooi from NKF giving a talk to    
UTARians.
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A Relaxing Educational Visit by SMJK Heng Ee, Penang

It was truly a   
relaxing experience 
for a group of 37 
students and three 
teachers from 
SMJK Heng Ee, 
Penang, as they 
learnt ways to    
de-stress at the 
Stress Management 
Workshop held during their educational visit to UTAR 
Perak Campus on 10 June 2010.   
 The students were taught the belly breathing 
technique to relax from stress.  They were seen      
enjoying the calming effect as they lay down         
comfortably on the floor. The workshop was          
conducted by Liew Wai Yoon, counsellor from       
Department of Student Affairs. 

After the workshop, Low Sew Kim, Head of 
Department of Psychology and Counselling, Faculty 

of Arts and Social 
Science, gave an 
overview of the 
UTAR Bachelor of  
S o c i a l  S c i e n c e 
(Hons) Psychology 
programme and its 
career prospects. 
 Rosy Oh, 
counsellor of SMJK 

Heng Ee who organised the event, was impressed 
with the wide range of programmes offered by 
UTAR.

According to Oh, the group comprising mainly 
of Form Five and Upper Six students, was interested 
to obtain first-hand information on UTAR             
programmes, particularly psychology, and to have a 
feel of university life.

The visit was fruitful as the students gained 
valuable knowledge and experience at UTAR.  

Students from SMJK Heng Ee at UTAR Perak Campus. 

Conquering the Challenges of K-Economy

In today’s world, the path to corporate success is 
very complex.  The emphasis in this age of a    
knowledge economy is to seek knowledge workers 
who are multi-skilled and versatile.  Some 30 final 
year students took the opportunity to hone their  
employability skills to enable them to hit the ground 
running when stepping into the challenging             
k-economy. Sponsored by MSC Malaysia’s      
Knowledge Development Initiatives, the 10-day MSC 
Malaysia Undergraduate Skills Programme (USP) 
was held from 17 – 26 May 2010 at UTAR Perak      
Campus.

 The training comprised 10 modules with topics ranging from corporate image, innovation and creativity 
to corporate skills such as communication, leadership, problem-solving, decision-making, presentation, and team 
building.  Programme trainers used different types of delivery methods to make the training interesting and to 
expose students to practical hands-on experience.  Students were kept busy through activities such as business 
ideas presentations, exhibition, interactive group games, experience sharing, application and case study.  Besides 
that, pre and post USP Soft Skills Tests were used to evaluate the effectiveness of the training programme.   

 At the end of the training, most of the participants discovered that they had become stronger persons 
with self-esteem and respect for others.  Chang Yung Liang, a final year Marketing student said, “This           
programme is excellent!  I have learnt to be more      
confident especially when handling problems and   
speaking in front of others.” 

 Recognising the importance of K-workers,   
participant Tay Rui Gi, a final year Public Relations 
student said, “The programme has prepared me well on 
the essential skills necessary for me to face the real    
corporate world courageously.  It helps me to avoid the 
usual mistakes made by fresh graduates at the        
workplace.”   

Participants with the trainers. 

Team building activities. 
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On 24 May 2010, Dominique Yernaux, Lecturer of 
Portfolio Investment in China from the Brussels      
Institute of Contemporary China Studies (BICCS),  
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Belgium visited 
UTAR Perak Campus.

Several UTAR academic staff were present to 
welcome him. 

Yernaux described Belgium as a small     
country with a population of about 10 million and 

said that the coun-
try could be      
considered as the 
centre of Europe 
due to the cultural 
b o u n d a r y  o f      
Germanic and 
Lat in  Europe 
which ran through 
it.

   He said, 
“VUB was founded 
in 1834 to promote 
academic freedom, 
to lerance  and    

diversity as well as active pluralism, respect and open-
mindedness.      Currently, over 9,000 students are 
pursuing their  studies there in various disciplines. 
According to the   Quality System ranking, VUB is 
among the top 500 universities in the world and in 
seventh placing in  Belgium.” 

 One of the reasons for Yernaux’s visit to 
Perak Campus was to discuss the participation in the 
Erasmus Mundus programme of the European Union 
(EU) which provided funds for students and teaching 
staff mobility within the EU and other countries  
globally.

 Yernaux added that VUB was this year’s  
coordinator for the Erasmus Mundus programme and 
both the varsities also discussed the possibility of the 
UTAR Perak Campus applying for it next year. 

 UTAR Welcomes Delegate from  

Belgium  

Dato’ Dr. Mah Hang Soon, Perak state executive    
councillor, and a delegation of five from the Guilin   
University of Technology (GUT), Guangxi, China visited 
the UTAR Perak Campus on 27 May 2010.  

GUT delegates were led by its Vice President 
Prof. Dr. Wu Zhiqiang. Managing Director of Hi-Edu 
Universal, Ipoh, Mooi Weng Wah who organised the 
visit, also accompanied them. 

The delegation was welcomed warmly by 
UTAR Vice President (Internationalisation and     
Academic Development) Prof. Dr. Ewe Hong Tat and 
Dean of Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology 
Ir. Chan Cheong Loong. 

In his opening speech, Dato’ Dr. Mah said the 
visit from GUT would further enhance the existing 
warm and friendly relations between Malaysia and 
China.  He added that UTAR and GUT could          
collaborate in areas such as student exchange, faculty 
exchange, research, tourism and international student 
recruitment. 

The visitors then watched a video on the    
development of UTAR with highlights on the         
milestones achieved by the University. Subsequently, a 
few UTAR lecturers delivered presentations pertaining 
to their faculties.  

 This was followed by an introduction speech 
by one of the delegates, Assoc. Prof. Chen Wenqian.  
He mentioned that GUT was founded in 1956 and the 
University was located in the world famous scenic city 
of Guilin, China.  GUT has 17 faculties with 59 under-
graduate and 35 postgraduate programmes. It cur-
rently has more than 19,000 students. 

Prof. Wu said that they were keen to establish 
strategic links with UTAR. The meeting ended with an 
exchange of souvenirs and a campus tour. 

Dominique Yernaux giving a brief    
introduction in the meeting. 

Dominique Yernaux (middle)  with UTAR staff. 
Souvenir exchange. (From left) Dato' Dr. Mah, Prof. Ewe, Prof. Wu 
and Mooi. 
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Cheong Chew Seong of  UTAR presenting  a pennant to Prof. Xie 
Huanwen.  

Visit by Guangxi University of 

 Nationalities, China 

Three delegates from Guangxi University of      
Nationalities (GXUN), China led by Prof. Xie 
Huanwen, Dean of College of Business visited 
UTAR Perak Campus on 12 June 2010.  

The visit was aimed at exploring possible 
collaboration in international student exchange 
programmes between GXUN and UTAR.  GXUN 
was keen to send their students majoring in     
International Economics and Trade to study in 
UTAR Perak Campus.    

The visit started with mutual               
introductions by members of the two universities. 
Krishnan Vengidasamy, Head of Department of 
Languages and Linguistics, Faculty of Arts and 
Social Science (FAS), gave a presentation on FAS 
while Dr. Ooi Keng Boon, Dean of the Faculty of 
Business and Finance (FBF), gave an overview of 
business programmes offered by  FBF.   

GXUN practised the 2+1+1 programme, 
whereby each year they sent out over 1,000  
third-year students for 10 months’ overseas     
exposure.  In particular, GXUN expressed       
interest to work with UTAR on Commerce 
(ACCA), Business and English programmes.   

Relevant information such as tuition fees 
and accommodation was given to GXUN        
delegates. GXUN also indicated their keen      
interest to establish closer links with UTAR. The 
visit ended with the exchange of souvenirs and a    
campus tour.  

W i t h  t h e           
strategic efforts to 
stimulate research, 
development and 
commercialisation 
in the University, 
UTAR Institute of 
P o s t g r a d u a t e  
S t u d i e s  a n d       
R e s e a r c h            
coordinated a   
C r a d l e             
Commercialisation 
Workshop for 
UTAR  lecturers 
and    researchers 
at UTAR Perak 
Campus on 23 
April 2010.

 Kenny Mah, Senior Executive (Initiatives) of 
Cradle Fund Sdn. Bhd., started with an introduction of 
the organisation.  He said, “Cradle Fund, an agency 
under the Ministry of Finance, Malaysia (MOF), has 
allocated RM100 million for this programme. This    
enables potential innovators and aspiring innovative 
entrepreneurs to jump-start the transformation of an 
innovative technology idea into commercially viable 
ventures.” 

 UTAR lecturers and researchers were briefed on 
the two types of conditional grants, namely, the        
pre-seed (CIP Catalyst and U-CIP Catalyst) and seed/
commercialisation (CIP 500).  CIP Catalyst is targeted 
at entrepreneurs in general while U-CIP Catalyst is  
targeted at researchers and inventors based in research 
institutes, private and public universities, colleges and 
institutes of higher learning.   

Both grants offer funding of up to RM150,000 
to teams of individuals with innovative technology 
ideas in the ICT, non-ICT and high growth technology 
industries.

Mah emphasised, “Business plans will be   
evaluated based on innovation, commercial viability 
and team dynamics.”   

The workshop concluded with a video           
presentation on “Dragons’ Den” that illustrated how               
entrepreneurs pitch for investment, followed by an   
interactive Q&A session. 

Cradle Fund Ideas towards
Commercialisation

Kenny Mah speaking enthusiastically on 
the commercialisation fund. 
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When he stepped on stage to belt out a 
Mandarin number, the audience was captivated by 
his singing and dance moves.  Lam Sai Yuen, a 
banking and finance student, who sang Hei Se 
You Mo (Black Humour) and Da Yan Jing (Big
Eyes) emerged the winner after beating nine other 
finalists at the Karaoke Competition 2010 held at 
UTAR Perak Campus on 17 April 2010. 

He walked away with RM200 cash and 
the ‘Most Popular Singer Award’ plus a golden 
opportunity to record and release an EP. Lam 
said, “I love singing since school days.  There were 
so many good performers and I never expected to 
win.”

Organised by Perak Campus Music Club, 
this first-of-its-kind competition attracted        
overwhelming response from 190 hopefuls vying for the karaoke champ title.   

It was a gruelling month of semi-finals and training with auditions starting from 22 - 26 March 
2010. Out of 190 who signed up, only 20 qualified to compete in the semi-finals held on 2 April 2010.   

The first runner-up  was  Goey Heng Ee, a public relations student, while P’ng Geok Thye, a    
banking and finance student was the second runner-up.  They won RM150 and RM100 respectively.   

UTAR students exhibited their caring and 
sharing spirit when 29 undergraduates from  Perak 
Campus became part of the ‘Program Rakan Muda 
Wawasan Desa’ together with students from Uni-
versiti Teknologi Mara (UiTM). They had a splen-
did time in Kampung Chenderong Balai, Sungai  
Manik, Perak from 15 to 18 May 2010.  

  The trip was aimed at instilling good    
values such as leadership, teamwork, and           

cooperation among students from different higher 
institutions of learning in the country.  

This was the first time UTAR students  
participated in such a trip under the programme. 
Their arrival was celebrated with a ‘kampung style’ 
feast. Throughout their four-day stay, students 
lived with foster families in the village and took 
part in various activities such as talks, futsal 
matches, games and shows with the villagers.

The students enjoyed          
themselves thoroughly and 
found that adjusting to the new      
surroundings was easy due to 
the warm hospitality of the         
villagers. All of them had  an 
unforgettable experience  living 
in Kampung Chenderong Balai 
and that opportunity enabled 
them to better understand a 
different way of life. 

Aspiring Singing Stars Vie for Karaoke Championship 

Trip to a Village -  An Insightful Experience 

Sai Yuen (left) receiving the cash prize from Dr. Lim Tuck Meng.  
Looking on is Organising Chairperson Loy Seng Hoong. 

Some students  with their foster families. 
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The strike of a gong by UTAR President Ir. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Chuah Hean Teik signified the opening of ‘Talent 
Time’ which was held at UTAR Perak Campus on 19 June 2010.   

 This event marked the finale of the orientation activities organised to 
give a warm welcome to freshmen as they settled into their campus life in 
UTAR.  

 In his opening speech, Prof. Chuah said, “I hope, through activities 
such as these, new students will have the opportunity to work closely with 
their seniors and blend smoothly into the big UTAR family.  Thus, I          
encourage you to strike a balance in your university life and at the same time 
let your talents bloom.” 

 Themed ‘Ohana’, a Hawaiian word for ‘family’, the event attracted a 
large audience of over 400 students and showcased the creativity and artistic 
talents of ten finalists.  Performances included magic tricks, singing, dancing, 
instrument playing, beatboxing, and popping. 

 Desmond Liew How Yee, a Foundation in Science student, emerged 
champion after beating nine contestants. He won the hearts of the judges and 
the crowd with his remarkable talent in singing and prowess in playing the 
guitar.

 First runner-up was Mike Cheong Fatt Yi, a Foundation in Arts student, who charmed the audience 
with his good display of vocals and sound control in beatboxing. Chiew Tien Tiam, a Foundation in Arts     
student emerged as the second runner-up by capturing the hearts of the audience with his swift and energetic 
dance moves in popping. 

 Besides performances by the ten finalists, there were five performances by senior students in challenge 
mode.  The winner was Yin Hong, a financial economic student, who rendered a melodious “Tian Hei Hei” 
while playing the keyboard. 

Freshmen Flaunt Their Talents  

Freshmen Forge Friendship through Ice-Breaking and Telematch 

The ice-breaking and telematch activity for        
freshmen for the May Intake was attended by 415 
new students  from different courses on 29 May 2010 
at UTAR Perak Campus.  

The telematch started with a series of      
ice-breaking games such as passing the ice cube, 
avoiding electrical cable, untying human knot, and 
lots more.  The games required the participants to 
move from one station to another around the    
campus.   

Though the students were tired, they had a 
great time.  Most of the freshmen said that the event was a good way for them to interact with the seniors 
and familiarise themselves with the campus environment.   

The Head of Department of Student Affairs (Perak Campus) Mavis Tsang Mei Lin presented prizes 
to the winning teams. She said, “This kind of event helps to foster good relationships between the new   
undergraduates and their seniors. Besides that, this event also paves the way for freshmen to socialise. It 
will enable them to adapt to the campus lifestyle better.” 

    Students playing the bucket line game. 

Prof. Chuah hits the gong to launch 
the event. Looking on is the         
Organising Chairperson Chin Lit Xin. 



Organised jointly by Biological Science Society and Built Environ-
ment Society, the Charity Night, held on 9 June 2010 at UTAR Perak 
Campus, was a wonderful opportunity to raise awareness among stu-
dents on the importance of conserving nature and protecting animals.   

Slides screening the heart-wrenching state of abused and 
abandoned dogs and cats were shown at the opening ceremony to 
create such awareness among the audience.  The fund-raising drive 
was a success as the organiser sold 320 tickets priced at RM35 each. 
The net proceeds of RM5,120 would be donated to Malaysian     
Nature Society (MNS) and Ipoh Society for the Prevention of     
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA). 

Themed “La Nuit de Fantome” in French; which means 
‘Phantom of the Night’, the charity night was exquisitely designed to create a mysterious and electrifying            
ambience.  Most of the students were wearing black and white attire in line with the theme. 

Also present at the event were Doh Shu Ing and Dr. Ng Choon Aun, Deputy Deans of Faculty of            
Engineering and Green Technology (FEGT); Dr. Han Kwai Hin, Assoc. Prof. of Faculty of Science (FSc) who was 
also the main adviser of Biological Science Society; and Ar. Tan Seong Yeow, Head of Department of Construction 
Management, FEGT and the main adviser of Built Environment Society. 

When asked about the experience gained by coordinating the event, Organising Chairperson Clement Wong 
Kiing Fook said, “This charity night has provided us the chance to do our part for the community.  It was a great 
experience when we all came together for a good cause.” 

The highlight of the mesmerising night was the enchanting fashion runway show by ten finalists of UTAR 
Model Search 2010 and the crowning of the Prom King and Queen. 

Chan Wei Kee, a Marketing student, and Wong Pooi Ting, a Biomedical Science student, were crowned the 
Prom King and Prom Queen respectively. 

Winners and participants. 
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A fire simulation demonstration was part of the training on basic fire safety conducted by firefighters from the 
Jabatan Bomba dan Penyelamat Malaysia who were at UTAR Perak Campus  on 6, 7, 13, and 14 May 2010. 

Some 18 staff attended the four-day training.  The objective of the training was to establish a          
competent firefighting team as prescribed under the Fire Services Act 1988 (Akta 341), which was to provide   
basic knowledge of firefighting skills and techniques and equip participants with the ability to develop a       
firefighting action plan in case of fire or emergency.   

Trainer  Mohd Yamin Bin Naib, who has over 31 years of working experience, said, “Most fires can be 
avoided as they are caused by negligence and ignorance.  We should always prevent fire accidents by          
maintaining  good housekeeping practices where hazardous materials must be kept in safe places.” 

Participant Khoo Wei Ching from the Department of Safety and Security said the training had       
widened his knowledge about firefighting and rescue techniques.   

The only female participant Ardina binti Abu Bakar, Laboratory Officer from Centre for Foundation 
Studies (Perak Campus), said that learning how to 
put out a fire was an enlightening experience. “It 
is quite difficult to lift the fire hose as it weighs 
more than 10kg!” quipped Ardina. 
 Another participant, Ar. Tan Seong 
Yeow, Head of Department of Construction    
Management, Faculty of Engineering and Green 
Technology, said, “The Basic Fire Safety Course is 
very practical and useful for maintaining safety on 
campus. The training prepares us well in what 
needs to be done during emergencies. The          
instructor taught us how to calculate risks, think 
before taking the risk and put out the fire.         
Discipline and teamwork are also important.  The 
safety training can be applied both in campus and 
at home.” 

UTAR staff practising  the proper methods to lift the fire hose. 

Charity Night Raises Fund for Nature 
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