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RM1.25 Million Boost for R&D in Civil Engineering

right). Watching on are (from left) Dr. Tan, Tan Sri Lau, Dato’ Dr. Ir. Gan, and Goh.

UTAR established an endowed chair in civil
engineering with an annual contribution of
RM250,000 for five years from Brunsfield
Engineering Sdn Bhd. {"he agreement between
the two parties was sealed at a signing
ceremony held on 18 March 2010 at the
University's Petaling Jaya Campus.

The agreement was signed by UTAR
President Ir. Professor Dato' Dr. Chuah Hean
Teik and Brunsfield Director, Mohd Hassan
Zakaria. Witnesses for the agreement were
UTAR Registrar Dr. Tan Tgee Kong and
Brunsfield Director, Goh Siew Chin.

Also present at this momentous
event were AR Education Foundation
Board of Trustees Chairman Tan Sri Dato'
Lau Yin Pin, Brunsfield Group Managin
Director Dato' Dr. Ir. Gan Thian Leong, an
members of UTAR Education Foundation
Board of Trustees.

The Chair, named ‘Brunsfield
Professor of Civil Engineering’, would be set
up at the Faculty of Engineering and
Science in UTAR f&uala Lumpur Campus
with the appointment of a Professor to hold
the Chair to conduct research and
development activities in civil engineering.

On Brunsfield's collaboration with
UTAR, Prof. Chuah said, "It shows that the
industry has confidence in UTAR and that
UTAR is collaborating with the industry to
ensure that our degree pro%lrammes and our
syllabi are in line with what the industry
needs."

Brunsfield Group Managing
Director Dato' Dr. Ir. Gan, in his speech,
said, "Brunsfield is indeed proud to be a

artner with UTAR to be part of the team
For advancin engineering education and
research excellence."

Another RM1.25 Million Boost for R&D at UTAR

Another benevolent contributor has stepped
forward in support of UTAR’s efforts to
achieve excellence in teaching and research
by contributing RM250,000 annually for five
years for the establishment of an endowed
chair in economics.

David Chua signed an agreement
with the University to make the
contribution to establish the endowed chair
in honour of his parents at a meeting with
UTAR President Ir. Professor Dato' Dr.
Chuah Hean Teik on 18 March 2010.

The Chair, known as ‘Mr. and Mrs.
Chua Chai Leng Professor of Economics’,
will be set up at the Faculty of Accountancy
and Management in UTAR Sungai Long
Campus. The academic Chair serves the
primary aim of achieving excellence in
research, development, education and
training in the economics field.

In addition, the Chair aims to
establish and complement a stronger pool of
expertise consisting of both academia and
industrial representatives in the economics
field to provide consultancy.

The University will appoint a
Professor to hold the Chair to conduct
research and development in economics.

With this latest contribution,
UTAR has received over RM8 million to
establish seven academic chairs in various
fields covering banking and finance,
environmental engineering and green
technology, creative industries, construction
management, civil engineering, medicine
and economics.

Support has come from leading
industry players and benevolent individuals
who support UTAR’s pursuit of excellence
in R&D and higher education provisions.
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‘CREATIVITY’ - A PROFESSIONAL FILMMAKER’S PERSPECTIVES

Broadcasting students from UTAR gained a wider
understanding of ‘creativity’ and its necessity in making

films when they attended a talk by the university’s
Prof. Erik

External Examiner for Broadcasting,

he/she had intended to share in the first place.

He encouraged the students to be creative by
associating two elements in their lives that they
usually deem unrelated whenever they look for ideas

Knudsen from the University of Salford,
UK, on 4 March 2010 at the Petaling
Jaya Campus.

During his dynamic talk titled
Prof.

with the students on what it means to

‘Creativity’, Knudsen shared
be creative, reasons that drive people
to ‘create’ and consequences of not

being able to create.

He explained, “People create
because they have an impulsive feeling
of wanting to bring out something that
was in their mind that they feel was
necessary to create.”

“This

transferred into an action. In the film

feeling can be

industry, the person who creates would
do so by transferring his/her thoughts
into moving images,” he said.

He emphasised that in the film industry, it is
important for one to produce films that would bring
his/her audience as close as possible to the thought that

Prof. Knudsen sharing his
views on creativity with

UTAR students.

for their films. He advised, “When we
were growing up, we were taught to
think in a certain way. To be creative,
you must learn to challenge your
normal way of thinking and allow
yourself to link things that your
rational mind is not taught to do.”

Through observation done on
the works of UTAR Broadcasting
students, he found that many of them
came up with interesting and quality
films that have great potential if
brought forth into the broadcasting
world.

He said, “UTAR students are
a great bunch who are passionate
about the film industry, talented and
The

pool of

always willing to learn.

University also has a
dedicated teaching staff who are willing to share their
knowledge, making it possible for the students to

become potential successful filmmakers.”

EXTERNAL EXAMINER SHEDS LIGHT ON CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE

Professor Dr. Charles H. Patti, External Examiner for
UTAR Advertising programme, presented a talk titled
‘Customer Experience Meets Advertising’ during his
three-day working visit to UTAR Perak Campus on 16
March 2010.

Prof. Patti is Professor and Director of the

Integrated Marketing

customers with a memorable customer experience.”
He further “Brands
making the right emotional connection with customers.

emphasised, win by
Positive emotional connection will create meaningful
and relevant differentiation for a product or service that
inspires customer loyalty to its brand and ultimately

Communication (IMC)
Program at the University
USA. His

research and consultancy

of Denver,

expertise are on marketing
and marketing
communication strategy;
expert witness assignments;
and corporate training and
development.

During the talk,
Prof. Patti

“Customers

explained,
receive some
kind of experience, ranging
from positive to negative, during the course of buying
goods and services. Customer experience refers to the
total experience a customer has with a provider of
goods or services that will ‘build or break’ a brand.
Marketers have increasingly recognised the importance
of managing their customers’ experience. To win the
hearts of customers, marketers aim at delighting their

Prof. Patti holding the attention of his ‘knowledge customers’.

translates into profits.”
He revealed that
there are four dimensions
of customer experience.
From the perspective of

marketers, these four
dimensions relate to how
well the marketers
function, how the

marketers look and feel,
what the marketers say,
and the
culture of the people.

On how to build
customer experience via
the UTAR External Examiner
“Instead of highlighting the features of the products,
marketers can focus on the good feeling generated by
the products through emotional advertisement. For

quality and

advertising, said,

example, a Gel Writer can be promoted as an expression
of prestige. The key idea is to deliver the right
experience for the target market.”
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UTAR’S INTERNATIONALISATION
EXPANDS

UTAR through its Faculty of Information and
Communication Technology (FICT)
Memorandum of Understanding with the Faculty of
Engineering of University of Strathclyde, United
Kingdom, at a signing ceremony held at UTAR Perak
Campus on 25 March 2010.
to the MoU were Associate
Professor Dr. Liew Soung Yue, Dean of Information
and Communication Technology and Professor Ivan
Andonovic, representing Professor Scott MacGregor,
Dean of Engineering, University of Strathclyde.
Among the proposed in the
collaborative effort between the two faculties included

sealed a

Signatories

initiatives

developing joint research projects and sharing
expertise, facilitating academic development
exchanges, organising study visits and student
exchanges, and facilitating applications from

candidates for relevant postgraduate research and
taught courses.

It also aims to encourage academic innovation
through the development of new teaching and learning
technologies, and to organise and participate in joint
academic activities such as conferences, workshops,
publications, and seminars.

Speaking at the signing ceremony, Dr. Liew
said, “This collaboration marks a significant milestone
for two universities and two faculties. We hope for
more research projects to be formulated. University of
Strathclyde is among QS Top 500 universities and
UTAR as a young university has much to learn from
the University of Strathclyde.”

Prof. Andonovic said, “I believe this
collaboration will serve as a platform for great talents
in both universities to work together in various areas
of research and development. Teamwork
relationship will bring us forward.”

Prof. Andonovic also gave a talk on the
evolution and applications of wireless sensor networks
to UTAR staff and students during his visit.

and

Liew and Prof. Andonovic exchanging

(From left) Dr.

documents.

]

ISI-RANKED JOURNALS:
STRATEGIES TO GET PUBLISHED

Publishing in IST (Institute for Scientific Information) -
ranked journals is a challenging feat. Only selected
quality peer reviewed manuscripts are destined to
become journal articles in ISI-ranked journals. To
shed light on the publication strategy, Prof. Dr. Lin
Binshan, External Examiner for UTAR Bachelor of
Business Administration programme, shared his
extensive experience with UTAR academics during his
working visit to UTAR Perak Campus on 31 March
2010.

Prof. Lin is the BellSouth Corporation
Professor at Louisiana State University in Shreveport,
Louisiana, USA. He has published over 220 articles in
refereed journals, and currently serves as Editor-in-
Chief of several academic journals including two top
ISI-ranked journals namely, Industrial Management
and Data System and the Journal of Computer and
Information Systems.

'

Prof. Lin highlighting strategies of producing excellent
academic publication.

During his talk, Prof. Lin stressed that the
actors in the process of journal publication involved
authors, reviewers, editors, publisher and readers. He
explained, “When you submit a manuscript to an
academic journal, you have two sets of audience to
satisfy: first the editor and reviewers, and then the
journal readers. You need to satisfy the first group so
that you can have the opportunity to appeal to the
second.”

Highlighting the
English writing, Prof. Lin elaborated, “Being accepted
for peer review requires presentation in error-free
language and a polished style. Best journals are
frequently overburdened with article
leading to out-of-hand rejection of manuscripts for
researchers.”

Associate Professor Dr. Ooi Keng Boon, Dean
of Business and Finance, commented, “We have learnt
a lot from the talk and it will surely spur the faculty
members further to produce more papers in quality

importance of quality

submissions

journals. It is very inspiring and publication in quality

journals is good for both the university and our
personal development.”
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Budding Accountants Visit to KPMG

With the aim of learning beyond classroom, a group of
45 students from UTAR Perak Campus Accounting
Society embarked on a corporate visit to one of the Big
Four accountancy firms, KPMG, on 9 April 2010.

KPMG is a global network of professional firms
providing audit, tax and advisory services. Upon
arrival, the students were briefed on the history of the
organisation as well as career and internship
opportunities at KPMG. They were then taken on a
tour of the office which was located in Petaling Jaya.

Organising Chairperson, Liew Hong Leong
said, “This corporate visit aims to provide students
with a comprehensive understanding about KPMG
and it allows students to obtain first-hand information
from the industry practitioners.”

Many of the students stated that such visit
complemented their theoretical learning and motivated

them to study harder to achieve their dreams. One of
the participants, Chong Suk Kuin, shared, “This is a
golden opportunity for us to have a glimpse into a large
professional firm and it prepares us for challenges in the
working world.”

Group photo of the students during their visit.

PRACTICAL APPROACH TO EFFECTIVE RECORDS MANAGEMENT

From 31 March - 1 April 2010, UTAR staff attended a training titled ‘Effective Records Management’ at UTAR
Petaling Jaya Campus to help them gain a better understanding on records management.

The training was facilitated by Irene Choong, an experienced trainer in the area of records management
capacities. The training imparted practical ways to improve current records management systems as well as the
ways to implement new records management systems to offices.

Choong emphasised, “The goal of the records management system is to provide the right record to the
right person at the right time at the lowest possible cost.” She added that misfiling records can cost a company a
lot of funds; hence, implementing a good records management system is vital to prevent unnecessary losses.

During the training, the participants were briefed on the record life cycle, filing classifications and
procedures as well as record retention and destruction techniques.

Group discussions and activities were held for the participants to compare the different filling systems
used in the various departments of UTAR. They were also asked to compare the problems that often occur within
each filling system and brainstorm the possible solutions to the problems.

In addressing the challenges in records management, Choong advised, “In records management, there is

no room for us to put aside a document when it actually needs to be filed. Although it may seem not urgent to file
the document immediately, our tendency to misplace the document may increase when we delay filing the
document.” She added that file managers must communicate effectively with those who borrow the files so that
files may be returned promptly after use.

‘Fishy’ Green Initiative at Perak Campus

In line with the commitment towards promeoting an
environmentally sustainable campus, the University
adopts earth-friendly practices to achieve environmental
stewardship. One of these green initiatives is the use of
grass carp fish as a biological control of aquatic
vegetation in the lakes of UTAR Perak Campus.

Prof. Lee (left) and Dr. Lim releasing the carp into the lake.

On 25 March 2010, Professor Dr. Lee Sze Wei,
UTAR Vice President and Associate Professor Dr. Lim
Tuck Meng, Dean, Faculty of Science, officiated the
ceremony of releasing the initial batch of 200 grass carp
fish into the lakes of UTAR Perak Campus. The simple
ceremony was attended by UTAR staff, Green Campus
committee members, and a representative from Student
Representative Committee.

Dr. Lim expressed, “The University would like
to thank Madam Cheong Siew Lan for donating
RM2,500 to defray the cost of carp fish. Compared to
other control methods, the use of grass carp fish is more
practical, cost-effective and environmentally
sustainable.”

Cheung Fong Wai, Head of Perak Campus
Department of General Services said, “The grass carp
fish or ‘ikan kap rumput’ is reputed to be the most
efficient plant eating fish known and is inexpensive in
the control of aquatic vegetation. In the following
months, we will be releasing batches of carp fish of 5-6
inches in size into the various locations of the lakes at

UTAR Perak Campus.”
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SPREADING PEACE MESSAGE

To spread the message of peace and raise awareness
towards the abolition of nuclear weapons or any
weapon of mass destruction, UTAR Perak Campus
Chemistry Society and the Perak Branch of Soka
Gakkai Malaysia jointly held an exhibition titled ‘From
A Culture of Violence to A Culture of Peace:
Transforming the Human Spirit’ at UTAR Perak
Campus from 29 March - 2 April 2010.

The exhibition panels highlighted the harsh
realities of nuclear weapons and the pitfalls of a
culture of violence. Accompanying the exhibits was a
DVD screening on testimonies by Hiroshima and
Nagasaki atomic bomb survivors, which showed a
glimpse on the horrors of war and the cries for peace.
It emphasised the core issues of human security and
nuclear disarmament for the general public, showing
the hopeful role citizens around the world can play in
creating a culture of peace today.

Goh Chang Foo, Secretary of Perak Branch
Soka Gakkai Malaysia, in his speech called for the
abolition of nuclear weapons at the exhibition’s
opening ceremony, which was attended by UTAR staff
and students. He said, “The exhibition was created in
2007 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Josei
Toda’s Declaration Against Nuclear Weapons. Toda
was the second President of Soka Gakkai at the time
he made the declaration in 1957. Sokka Gakkai
believes that within each human being lies the
potential to change one’s circumstances through life
without violence.”
with the anti-nuclear
campaign, two talks promoting the culture of peace

In  conjunction

were conducted by Chiok Phaik Fern, Deputy Dean of
Faculty of Arts and Social Science of the University
and Steven Nah from the Service Civil International
Malaysia.

The event is part of many efforts of the
University to spread its educational philosophies
which include harmony and humanitarianism to the
community members and the public.

Goh (in batik shirt) touring the exhibition.

]

‘Biosolutions’ to Global Crises

Our world is facing three major crises — food, energy
and environmental. Tian Kian Wee from Faculty of
Science explained how microalgae biotechnology can
play a crucial role in providing solutions to these crises
at a scientific talk series held on 13 April 2010 at UTAR
Perak Campus.

Tian said, “In the search for replacement to
oil, biofuel has attained great demand. However, the
use of crops as fuel source has given rise to
controversy. For example, current fuel sources such as
corn, soybeans and canola are said to have led to rising
food prices and reduction of food supply, and have
impact on environment, energy and land use. Thus,
alternatives such as algae biofuel have been look into.”

Tian explaining the benefits of microalgae to the audience.

“Microalgae absorbs carbon dioxide and
releases oxygen, does not require arable land to grow
and it is a fast growing single cell microorganism with
doubling time of about 1-5 days. Certain species of
microalgae can be used to produce biofuel, lipids,
protein and pharmaceutical products. It is reported
that over USD$1 billion has been invested into
microalgae industry in the last three years,” he added.

According to Tian, several successful
microalgae cultivation systems can be seen in the US,
Germany and UK. Comparatively, Malaysia has
other
availability of water, sunlight and favourable weather
Currently the difficulties

facing microalgae cultivation are to maintain pure

advantages over countries in terms of

for microalgae cultivation.

species in large scale and at low cost as well as growing
microalgae quickly and at the same time producing
target biochemical product. Therefore, Tian and his
research team at UTAR aims at researching ways to
cultivate purely fast growing, oil producing microalgae
species in large scale at low cost and to commercialise
microalgae products in the future.
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UTAR PROMOTES EYE HEALTH

Some 200 students and staff from UTAR gained better
awareness on their eye health and on ways to maintain
good eye health when they participated in the Mobile
SightFirst project held on 29 March 2010 in UTAR
Petaling Jaya Campus.

The Mobile SightFirst project is a project by
Lions Club and supported by UTAR, Pusat Pakar
Mata Centre for Sight and CIBA VISION to provide
the community with free eye screening for eye
conditions and early detection for low vision and sight
related problems.
of the

complimentary eye screenings to help them detect

Participants project were given
potential vision impairment such as low vision as well
as glaucoma and cataract.

Habibah Dahali, UTAR administrator from
the Department of Safety and Security found the
project useful as it helped her to be aware of eye health
and motivated her to get her eyes checked. She
admitted, “I have never gotten my eyes checked before
this. This project encouraged me to go for the eye
screening as it was free and held conveniently at my
workplace.”

Too Wai Yuen, a Foundation in Science
student who also got his eyes checked for the first time
said, “Without good vision, life will not be the same.”
He commented that the project was a good initiative
to help raise students’ awareness on the importance of
maintaining good eye health.

In addition to the eye screenings, a talk by
Dr. Fauzi Md. Sharif, an established ophthalmologist/
vitreoretinal surgeon from Pusat Pakar Mata Centre
for Sight, was held. Dr. Fauzi briefed the participants
of his talk on the diseases of the inner layer of the eye.
In his presentation, he covered topics like early
treatment

detection of the eye diseases, eye

alternatives as well as limitations of the eye
treatments. He also emphasised the importance of
having regular eye check-ups and maintaining a

healthy diet to prevent vision loss.

A UTAR staff getting his eyes checked during the event.

CRITICAL THINKING TALK

“Critical involves careful

interpretation of information to determine the meaning

thinking analysis and
and significance of an observation, claim or argument,
and subsequently use it to determine whether there is
adequate justification to reach = an  acceptable
conclusion,” enthused Dr. Roy van den Brink-Budgen
as ‘he_took the audience through the skills that are
needed for effective critical thinking at his talk titled
‘Creativity of Critical Thinking’ held at UTAR Perak
Campus on 9 March 2010. ;

Dr. Roy is a consultant in Critical Thinking to
Brunel University’s Able Children’s Education Centre,
and he has been providing service and resources of
critical thinking in the UK and other countries for
over twenty years.

“A critical thinker is characterised as a person
who is inquisitive, well-informed, trustful of reason,
open-minded, flexible, fair-minded, honest in facing
personal biases, prudent in making judgments, willing
to reconsider, clear about issues, orderly in, complex
matters, waiting to find relevant information, focused
in inquiry and persistent in seeking results,” explained
Dr. Roy.

Dr. Roy further stated.that there are different
categories of claims, namely, evidence-claim,
prediction-claim and principle-claim. Critical thinking
calls for a persistent effort to examine any belief or
claim based on the evidence that supports it and the
further conclusions to which it tends. Claims supported
by explanations will create significance and thus lead
to inference.
Claims ~ with
further evidence
can also draw an
inference. To
illustrate his
point, Dr Roy
presented a few
examples on how
we can draw
well-reasoned
conclusions by
raising questions
and problems in a thoughtful way and formulating
them clearly and precisely using methods of logical
inquiry and reasoning.

Tun Dr. Ling presenting a token of
appreciation to Dr. Roy.

Dr. Roy emphasised that the key to critical
thinking is to persistently ask questions that stimulate
thinking essential to the construction of knowledge.
He closed the talk with a quote by Peter Abelard who
said, “By doubting we come to inquiry; and through
inquiry we perceive truth”.

Organized by the UTAR Centre for Extension
Education in collaboration with. the Malaysia
Mental Literacy Movement (MMLM), the talk
was attended by more than 600. Tun Dr. Ling
Liong Sik, UTAR Council Chairman and founder
of MMLM, presented a token of appreciation to Dr.
Roy at the end of the talk.
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AGRICULTURE TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR SERIES

The first series of the Agriculture Technology Seminar
titled ‘Boosting Crop Yield’ was held on 17 April 2010 at
UTAR Perak Campus.

The seminar series also included talks on
‘Horticultural Carbon’, ‘Fertiliser Management’ and
‘Keeping Pests and Diseases at Bay’, in addition to
stimulating discussions on all things agricultural. The
expert panel was led by Professor Emeritus Dr. Yong
Hoi Sen from the Institute of Biological Sciences,
University of Malaya.

The Agriculture Technology Seminar Series,
organised by UTAR Centre for Biodiversity Research
and UTAR Institute of Postgraduate Studies and
Research, brought together experts from both the
industry and academia. It aimed to be a platform for
agricultural experts to share their views on alternative
planting materials, fertiliser use and the management
of pests and disease.

The panel of speakers were Dr. Francis Ng
S.P., who described his experiences using a form of
granulated charcoal (horticarbon) as a soil amendment
for growing plants, including trees, herbs and flowers
and cacti; Dr. Tan Swee Lian, who explained the role of
major and minor nutrients and gave some guidelines on
optimum fertiliser rates for selected crops; and Chung
Gait Fee, who introduced the Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) system for the control of pests and
diseases in his talk.

]

Fun for Business Students

The night of glitz and glamour saw students and staff of
the Faculty of Business and Finance (FBF) dressed to
the nines at the FBF Night 2010 held at Heritage Hall,
Perak Campus on 9 April 2010.

Gracing the event was Professor Dr. Ewe
Hong Tat, UTAR Vice President representing UTAR
President.

Associate Professor Dr. Ooi Keng Boon, Dean
of the Faculty of Business and Finance said, “I am
very happy to see the leadership quality and organising
capabilities shown by the committee members for this
event. I am surprised by so many hidden talents in
UTAR. This is the time to showcase your talents and
to show that we are not only good in academic but also
we know how to have fun!”

Performances were lined up for the night. The
evening started with the Chinese Orchestra serenading
the crowd with melodious renditions, followed by a
combination of stomp, hip hop dance and beat boxing
that injected life into the crowd with pulsating beats.

On the faculty night, organising chairperson
Nelson Leong shared, “This is the very first time FBF
is hosting such an event. The theme ‘1 UTAR 1 FBF’
leads us to a more comprehensive notion - UTAR gives
us the dream, FBF leads us to success. It serves not
only as an occasion to strengthen the relationship
among FBF students, but also as a pre-graduation
get- together for the third year students.”

A Night of Splendour at UTAR Ball 2010

UTAR students and alumni were enthralled by a night of
splendour when they attended the UTAR Ball 2010 on
7 March 2010 at the Palace of the Golden Horses, Seri
Kembangan, Selangor.

Themed ‘Verziere’, Italian for ‘garden’, the
ball was exquisitely fashioned to create a romantic,
grand and elegant
ambience for the
students. Some 600
students and alumni
attended the ball. The
students were from all

four UTAR campuses.

Adorned in
their finest suits and
gowns to suit the

‘Verziere’ theme, they
mingled with one
another and relished the
night-long activities and

performances.

Alluring
contemporary and  Studenis beaming with excitement at the ball.
classical songs were

played and sung by UTAR students to amplify the
enchanted atmosphere of the ball. Along with these
performances were a string of beautifully rehearsed
dance performances featuring talented UTAR students
who danced to a number of classical and contemporary
beats. A bonus to the charming occasion was the
sumptuous food served.

As the night began to heighten up, the
students received a big surprise when they discovered

that they were being spied on by anonymous
photographers throughout the ball. A sudden
announcement by the MC jolted them from their seats,
followed by the screening of candid photos of eight
students who had been selected as the ‘best dressed’
among the crowd at the ball.

Following  this,
the selected students
were invited on stage to

answer a few questions
about themselves and to
perform several
| challenges including an
impromptu catwalk in
front of the audience to
battle it out to become
the UTAR Ball 2010
Best Dressed Male and
Female.

Choy Yee Wa, a
first year student from
the Biomedical
Engineering programme,
was named the Best
Dressed Female while Arminder Singh, a final year
student from the Electronic and Communications
Engineering programme, was named the Best Dressed
Male. They each received a hamper and a goody bag
for their victory.

The magnificent UTAR Ball 2010 included
a special video presentation and the opening of the
dance floor, whereby the students danced the night
away.
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UTAR Celebrates its 10th Convocation Ceremony

UTAR held its 10th Convocation Ceremony on 13 and 14 March 2010 at Dewan San Choon, Wisma MCA, Jalan
Ampang, Kuala Lumpur.

For this Convocation, 2,014 graduands from eight Master's and 35 Bachelor degree programmes received
their scrolls. The Convocation also marked the graduation of UTAR's pioneer batch of students for two Master's
and three Bachelor degrees. They were: Master of Engineering Science, Master of Mathematical Sciences,
Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) Civil Engineering, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Graphic Design and
Multimedia, and Bachelor of Finance (Honours).

The Guests of Honour for session one, two, three and four were Datuk Seri Dr. Chua Soi Lek; Dato' Sri
Ong Tee Keat, Minister of Transport Malaysia; Tan Sri Dato' Dr. Sak Cheng Lum, Member, Board of Trustees
UTAR Education Foundation; and Mr. Cheng Hooi Paul Geh, Member, Board of Trustees UTAR Education
Foundation respectively.

With this Convocation, UTAR now has a total of 18,494 graduates.
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Final-Year Student Project to Reduce Body Sores

Three Mechanical Engineering students of Universiti
Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) got more than grades

for successfully completing their final-year project in

designing and building a unique
wheelchair to reduce body sores
of a disabled individual confined
to a wheelchair.

Wong Lu Liuh, Wong
Liang Chuan and Wong Hock
Kei got apply the
knowledge and skills acquired at
the University to tailor-made a
wheelchair to help someone with

to

special needs.

After almost a year of
toil on the project which began
in mid-2009, the trio completed
the prototype of their “sore
reducing wheelchair”.

The uniqueness of the
“prototype’ chair is that its seat
is shaped to follow closely the
contours and curves of the body
of an anonymous patient of
Facioscapulohumeral Muscular Dystrophy (FFSHD).
With a body-hugging seat designed to meet her special
requirements, she will be relieved of many of the sores
she has from using a wheelchair with a normal seat.

Speaking up for Earth Hour

UTAR community members are doing their bit to raise
awareness of Earth Hour. On 23 March 2010, seven
speakers from Perak Campus spoke on the Earth Hour
at the weekly Speaker Corner activities held in
conjunction with the upcoming third Earth Hour event.
This activity was coordinated by the Department of Soft
Skills Competency (Perak .
Campus).

The event kicked off

with a brief introduction of

Earth Hour. This was
followed by the speakers
contributing ideas, points of
views, experiences and
information related to the
topic of the day.

There was a Q&A

session after the speakers had
During the Q&A

session, some members of the

spoken.

audience posed questions to the speakers about the
actions which could be taken by the UTAR’s students
in order to promote the campaign.

When asked for her view on the effect of
darkness due to Earth Hour, Mythali Tiakaras, one of
the speakers, expressed her concerned about security.
She said that people should also be concerned of the

(From left) Wong Hock Kei, Wong Lu Liuh,
and Wong Liang Chuan with their prototype.

The participants of the Speaker Corner activities and their
supporters.

On why they took up the challenge to design
and build the chair, Hock Kei puts it very succinctly,
“We just want to help this patient.”

Before and
the they

visited the eventual beneficiary

designing
fabricating chair,
of their efforts and recipient of
the “sore reducing chair”, at her
residence to get the necessary
information to tailor-make the
chair.

Mr. Wong Hong Mun,
the students’ lecturer and
supervisor, said, “The design and
fabrication of the prototype is
in-house, in UTAR's
mechanical workshop. Basically
the job requires welding, cutting,
drilling, sheet metal forming,
manual milling and turning as
well as CNC milling.”

On the relevance of the

done

project, Associate Professor Dr.
Wang Chan Chin, Dean of the
Faculty of Engineering and Science of UTAR, said,
“We are very supportive of student projects that are in
line with the university’s commitment to contributing
back to society”.

possibilities of crimes and emergency cases as well
instead of just focusing on switching off lights and
being supportive to the campaign. Three assistant
lecturers joined the event to provide some feedback on
the performance of the speakers.

With the emphasis on the significance and
impact of the global warming, people are asked to turn
off their lights for one hour from 8:30pm to 9:30pm on
27 March 2010. The
campaign is to raise
awareness about the need
to take action on the
climate change.

Earth Hour
2010 is a WWF initiative
and is expected to be
the largest climate event
in  history. Over
billion people in
countries

one
88
have been
inspired to switch off
their lights once a year
for Earth Hour. In 2009, an estimated 611 megawatts—
hours (MWH) of electricity was conserved, which is like
shutting down 12 coal-fired power plants for an hour.
On its third year, Earth Hour hopes to gain more
participation to turn off lights for an hour in
recognition of the event’s environmental advocacy
towards a sustainable future.
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STUDENTS BRIEFED ON ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION PROFESSION

On 7 April 2010, over 110 Accounting students attended a two-hour informative talk on the career paths to
accountancy and taxation profession by representatives from Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA) and
Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia (CTIM) at UTAR Perak Campus.

Organised by Perak Campus Accounting Society, the talk saw Lam Weng Keat, the Perak Branch
Chairman of MIA, and Loo Thin Tuck, the Perak Branch Chairman of CTIM, sharing their expert knowledge.

In his briefing, Lam said, “In Malaysia, the word ‘accountant’ is protected as provided for under the
provisions of the Sections 22 and 23 of the Accountants Act, 1967. It states that no one can hold himself out or
practice as an accountant unless he is registered as a member of MIA.”

MIA is a statutory body established to regulate and develop the accountancy profession in Malaysia and
currently MIA has over 26,620 members.

Established on 1 October 1991, CTIM aims to advance the status and interest of the taxation profession.
Sharing his vast experience in taxation, management, and accounting, Loo enthused, “Taxation is interesting
because it is a mixture of law, economics and accountancy and it draws on a wide range of skills.”

Aspiring accountant Chan Chei Mei expressed, “This talk provides insights on options available upon
graduation and it has deepened my understanding on how to achieve my ambition.”

AGILENT TECHNOLOGIES TALKS ON CAREER DEVELOPMENT

UTAR students looking for industrial training or career ~ experience. Students can join us for industrial training.

opportunity at a global company had every reason to It also provides opportunity for us to train and

smile when a representative from the world’s premier
measurement company, Agilent Technologies, visited
UTAR Perak Campus to give a career development talk
on 24 March 2010.

Organised by the Faculty of Engineering and
Green Technology, the talk attracted a good turnout
Lee
Resources

from the
of Agilent
Technologies briefed the students on the history,

from engineering students.

Lyne

Department of Human

identify students for future hire.”
The

posing numerous career-related questions in the Q&A

interactive talk ended with students

session.

Agilent Technologies Malaysia (ATM) began
its manufacturing operations in 1972. Today, ATM is
based in Bayan Lepas Free Industrial Zone, Penang
and has more than 3,000 employees.

ATM has expanded its responsibilities to

working environment, culture and values of the include R&D, marketing and providing business

organisation to provide them a picture of what it services and support for worldwide functions such as

global Asia  Pacific

commercial services and supply chain management.

would be like to work there. human

finance, resource,
Lee elaborated, “For fresh graduates, we will
consider their industrial training as working

Keeping Abreast with the Latest FPGA Technology

The University’s Faculty of Engineering and Green Technology (FEGT) organised a talk on Field Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGA) technology at UTAR Perak Campus on 14 April 2010 to keep students abreast with the latest
technology within the field.

Liew Tong Sen, Manager of IP Design Engineering from Altera Corporation Penang, gave the students an
overview of the technology milestones at Altera as well as challenges and future technology trend.

Liew explained, “FPGAs are reprogrammable silicon chips. Historically, FPGAs have been slower, less
energy efficient and generally achieved less functionality than their fixed Application-Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC) counterparts. However, a combination of volume, fabrication improvements, research and development,
have largely closed the performance gap between ASICs and FPGAs. Currently the adoption of FPGA has
increased dramatically due to its top five benefits — higher performance, shorter time-to-market, lower cost, higher
reliability and better long-term maintenance.”

Dr. Lee Sheng Chyan, Deputy Dean (R&D and Postgraduate Programmes) of FEGT, commented, “The
objective of this seminar series by industry players is to give opportunity to staff and students to know more
about the development in the industry related to their field of study. Moreover, it also serves as a platform for
communications between the staff, the students, and the industry. I hope students benefit greatly from the
talk. It would help them to understand the needs of the industry and how to relate it to their study.”
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Money Matters for
University Students

Do you know that we need to become millionaires? This
was the question posed to the students at the Cash @
Campus Seminar jointly organised by the Faculty of
Business and Finance of the University at Perak Campus
and the Securities Industry Development Corporation
(SIDC) on 10 March 2010.

“As a matter of fact, we all need to become
millionaires,” emphasised Ooi Kok Hwa, investment
advisor and managing partner of MRR Consulting. He
is also a regular columnist in ‘Personal Investing’ in
The Star newspaper, touching on all the fundamental
issues related to stock market investment.

He further explained, “We need to have cash
reserves of about RM1 million to be able to maintain
our current lifestyle 20 years after retirement.” This led
to the next question - how do we accumulate enough
money for our retirement?

Ilustrating  the compounding
interest, Ooi encouraged students to be more prudent
with their money. They are advised to cut down on
and save more to achieve

magic  of

unnecessary expenses
financial freedom earlier.

Ooi reiterated, “To retire early, we need to
invest at a young age. Firstly, we have to identify our
investment objectives - know how much we need for
retirement, set ourselves to be debt-free, and aim for
financial freedom.”

The second section saw Mohd Azril Bahaman
from SIDC sharing strategies for managing money. He
highlighted that more than 50% of the people below
the age of 30 became bankrupt because of credit card.
Therefore, it is essential that students learn to manage
their money better so that campus life will be more
financially pleasant.

Students need to set their financial goals and
conduct yearly budgeting while making their financial
planning.

Final year Accounting student Tan Wei Tat
commented, “I find the series of talk on financial
matters beneficial. I learnt a lot of practical knowledge
such as how to invest, how to calculate the interest in
real value and when can we retire if we start investing

a
N o
===

T MG

Mohd Azril sharing
money.

with the students strategies of managing

Success Tips from
a Young Entrepreneur

Nicholas Chan, a Singapore-based entrepreneur turned
venture capitalist, gave an inspiring talk on his battle in
the business field at UTAR Perak Campus on 5 April
2010. Organised by the Faculty of Information and
Communication Technology, the talk aimed at spurring
the spirit of entrepreneurship among students.

Chan started working at the age of 12 and
when he was 17, Chan started his first company, an IT
solutions firm with S$500 in seed capital. It achieved
half a million dollar turnover within the second year.
In 2005, he started his second successful company,
iFoundries, and then the third setup, Azione Capital, in
2006. In 2007, he established his fourth company
specialising in high tech research and development in
the maritime sector.

Having found success with his start-ups, Chan
is now embarking on a mission to assist budding
entrepreneurs to turn their start-up ideas into reality.
Chan is also the co-founder of Project: Senso Ltd, a
non-profit entrepreneur volunteer organisation that
encourages entrepreneurs to contribute their valuable
creation skills, personal connections and wealth to
enable budding entrepreneurs and social enterprises to
better serve the community by empowering them with
the spirit of enterprise.

On what led him to his success, Chan said,
“My environment actually helped spur my desire to
succeed. Growing up, I was ostracised for being ugly,
from a working class family, and stupid as I was from
the GCE N Level 5. In the 1990s, I discovered that my
technical skills sets were in great demand, the profit
margins were good and at the same time my parents
were going through a rough patch financially. I needed
to do something for myself and my family so it has
been more of a necessity to survive and timely
opportunity that pressed me to work hard.”

He emphasised that an entrepreneur should
start with a clear purpose and is a doer who thrives on
challenges.

“Too many of us are not living our dreams
because we are still living our fears. If there is no
possibility of failure, the victory is meaningless,” Chan
concluded.

Chan itmparting useful advice for success.




From Waste to Wealth

Dr. Lisa Ong Gaik Ai from the Department of Biological
Science, Faculty of Science, gave a talk titled “Waste to
Wealth’ at a Scientific Talk series held at UTAR Perak
Campus on 16 March 2010. The series of scientific talks
serves ai
among

scientific knowledge

aste is unwanted or
unusabl
as rice straw, rice
husk, co
palm ki

runch, palm fibre and
ial as biomass. This
produce value-added
nic acids, mushroom

biofuel through

waste ¢
product

cultivat
ferment
rmentation is any
large-sc rring with or without
air, for on of yoghurt drink,
alcoholi ermentation can be
ation and solid state
fermentation (SSF). Solid state fermentation can have
higher

fermentation.

classifie

productivity
Thus,

focused on solid state fermentation although till now

compare to submerged

nowadays, research is more
submerged fermentation is still widely used.”

Through SSF, agriculture waste can be used to
produce enzymes which can be used in textile industry
for fibre treatment, and in the production and
processing of detergents, oils, fats and dairy products.
Furthermore, it can be used to produce organic acids
such as citric acid and lactic acid which are used as
acidulant and preservative in cheese, meat, jelly and
beer. Various types of mushrooms and biofuel can also
be produced by SSF.

A Pro

On 26 March 2010 the Psychology Soc
L’énigme de la vie (The mystery of
prom evening an aura of mystique.

Chiok Phaik Fern, the De
Faculty of Arts and Social Science,
dazzling performances that included a
and Pravin Vishnu, hip hop dance by
Joanne.

The audience was also ente
favourite, Bani and Friends, performe
Stand By Me, Beautiful Girl, Perfect,
and songs at the prom got a few lect
night.

Judged for their attire, pers
crowned the Prom King and Lee Ee C

Organising Chairperson, Lee
is indeed an evening to remember. I

advisor, Dr. Lee Mah Ngee, for her gu

Overseas Internship Opportunity

With a Memorandum of Understanding signed between
UTAR and Sheffield Hallam University (SHU), both
institutions embarked on several initiatives to enhance
academic, research and student development. One of
the initiatives is the UTAR-SHU International Work
Experience Programme. On 13 April 2010, Daniel Chi,
Director and Chief Representative of SHU for South
East briefed
programme at UTAR Perak Campus.

Founded in 1843, SHU is one of United
Kingdom’s top modern universities with more than
30,000 students including 3000 international students.
SHU offers over 650 courses and it is located at
Sheffield, UK.

Chi strongly encouraged students to consider

Asia universities, students on the

undergoing internships overseas. He said, “Students
joining this programme will have the opportunity to
work and travel in the UK and Europe, enhance
international outlook and work experience as well as
Most
importantly, this overseas internship can enhance their

gain wider cultural and social experience.

international career prospects and employability.”

There are a few vacancies specially allocated
for UTAR students. Currently, SHU has six vacancies
at various departments and locations that include SHU
Regional Office at Beijing, China; International Office,
SHU; Biomedical Research Centre, SHU; Faculty of
Health and Wellbeing, SHU; Business School, SHU
and the Marketing Department, SHU.

Students were also briefed on details such as
accommodation, air fare, and living expenses. The
duration of the programme is 10-12 weeks and
expenses could run up to RM10,000 for the internship
in UK and between RM12,000-RM23,500 in China.

ember

zed a masquerade prom evening themed
olourful and glittering masks to give the

t and Undergraduate Programme) of
e mesmerising evening showcased some
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in, a Financial Economics student, was
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the good turnout for the event said, “It
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